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9

This book is about statues, both of stone and 
of metal, scattered throughout the city of 

New Orleans. They are incomparable works 
of art immortalizing extraordinary individuals 
who have triumphed in some great epic 
struggle. This work strives to provide historical 
background for appreciating this statuary.
	 It should be made clear at the outset that 
this book is not intended to be a historical 
treatise. It does remain faithful to established 
historical facts and indicates wherever there 
is conjecture. Many items of local interest are 
included and perhaps emphasized to the 
point where the actual historical significance 
would be considered grossly distorted if this 
work served a strictly academic function. 
Additionally, the topics were selected with 
a certain arbitrariness that would be lacking 
in any worthy historical treatise. It has been 
written solely for the pleasure and fascination 
of those who love New Orleans.
	 There are many monuments and statues 
throughout our city. Some of the facts 
surrounding these magnificent works of art 
have slipped away from collective memory. 
Hopefully, this work, along with other recently 
published books of local interest, will restore 
appreciation for the rich cultural heritage that 
imbues the city of New Orleans.
	 Historical artifacts are not to be found solely 
in the silent halls of our museums and libraries. 
The French Quarter and surrounding faubourgs 

are themselves living museums. One needs 
only to embark upon a leisurely stroll down 
any number of avenues and observe the ancient 
buildings that will speak of earlier times and 
adventures. One will, of course, encounter 
monuments along the journey.
	 This book primarily addresses statues of 
historical figures who have either lived in or 
visited New Orleans. The text includes brief 
biographical sketches emphasizing the subjects’ 
lives in New Orleans, how the subjects’ 
lives may have intersected with each other, 
and information about the dedication of the 
monuments.
	 The statues are presented in chronological 
order based upon the birthdates of the 
individuals. As one progresses through the 
book, a shimmering outline of the city’s history 
unfolds as a backdrop.
	 In any society in which abysmal despair 
is allowed to displace hope in the heart of its 
people, there is neither a future nor a past. The 
people of New Orleans have always tenaciously 
clung to both. We would do well to remember 
the indomitable spirit of “the City That Care 
Forgot” that has been forged in a crucible of 
300 years of adversity—war, pestilence, and 
catastrophes of nature. May these monuments 
serve not only as reminders of New Orleans’ 
past but also as beacons of hope that its citizens 
will surmount, even transcend, whatever 
challenges they encounter.
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