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The Presidential Campaign

The 2008 presidential campaign got off to an early start with Democrat
rising star Barack Obama forcing Sen. Hillary Clinton to declare her
candidacy earlier than she had planned. The Illinois senator, expected
to vie with Clinton for the African-American vote in the 2008 primar-
ies, accused her of flip-flopping on the Iraq war. 

New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg, super-wealthy and capa-
ble of financing his own campaign, dropped hints that he might run as
an independent. A $400 haircut seemed to have crippled the campaign
of former Sen. John Edwards, the early candidate of the far left. Former
Vice-president Al Gore, buoyed by winning the Nobel Prize, waited in
the wings. 

Rudy Giuliani led the early Republican charge, although many felt
his stands favoring abortion and gay rights could handicap his candi-
dacy. Actor and former Sen. Fred Thompson added his name to the
Republican list in September. Sen. John McCain, a staunch advocate of
the war in Iraq, saw early peaks and valleys in his campaign. Former
Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney won the early Iowa straw poll and
sought to dispel suggestions that somehow his Mormon faith should
bar him from the Oval Office.

Each party tried to stir interest in the early campaigning by holding
a series of televised “debates” among their major candidates.
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JIMMY MARGULIES
Courtesy King Features

RICK KOLLINGER
Courtesy Star Democrat (Md.)
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TONY BAYER
Courtesy The News-Dispatch (Ind.)

GENE HERNDON
Courtesy Noblesville Daily Times (Ind.)

JOHN R. ROSE
Courtesy Byrd Newspapers/

Daily News Record (Va.)
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PAUL CONRAD
Courtesy Tribune Media Services

BILL SMITH
Courtesy Lompoc Record (Calif.)

WALT HANDELSMAN
Courtesy Newsday
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JACK JURDEN
Courtesy Wilmington News Journal

JACK HIGGINS
Courtesy Chicago Sun-Times
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JOHN BRANCH
Courtesy San Antonio Express-News

STEVE BREEN
Courtesy San Diego Union-Tribune
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JERRY BARNETT
Courtesy Boonville Standard (Ind.)

GARY MARKSTEIN
Courtesy Copley News Service
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CHARLES DANIEL
Courtesy Knoxville News-Sentinel

CARL MOORE
Courtesy Creators Syndicate

PAUL BERGE
Courtesy Journal Times (Wisc.)
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STEVE KELLEY
Courtesy The Times-Picayune (La.)

ALAN VITELLO
Courtesy Greeley Tribune
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J.D. CROWE
Courtesy Mobile Register

NICK ANDERSON
Courtesy Houston Chronicle
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AARON TAYLOR
Courtesy Daily Herald (Utah)

MICHAEL RAMIREZ
Courtesy Investor’s Business Daily
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JOE MAJESKI
Courtesy The Sunday Dispatch (Pa.)

JEFF DANZIGER
Courtesy NYTS/CWS
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JIM DYKE
Courtesy Jefferson City News-Tribune

JIM HUNT
Courtesy Charlotte Post
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