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Discussion Questions 
1. In the story, the girls had a Christmas Tea Party every year. What holiday traditions do 

you have at your house? 

2. How did the cats feel when they were left out of the party? Do you feel sorry for them?  

3. How would you feel if you weren’t invited to a party that your friends were going to? 

4. What do you think the cats might have done if they had been allowed to stay downstairs 

when the guests arrived? Would this have been a better choice for the girls to make? 

5. What do you think the girls will do with their cats if they have another party? 

6. The cats in the book really like “people” food. What do cats usually eat? 

7. The party takes place just before Christmas. What do you think the girls talked about at 

their party? 

8. This story had a happy ending. How did it make you feel? Can you think of another way 

the book might have ended? 

9. What happened first in the story? What happened next? Number the events from 1-6. 

                                             _____ The girls took the cats upstairs. 

_____ The house was decorated for Christmas. 

                                             _____ The girls held the cats by the fire. 

                                             _____ The cats ran downstairs. 

                                             _____ Mom made cakes and cookies. 

                                             _____  The cats escaped from the bedroom. 

10. Name all the cats in the book. If you had a cat, what would you name it? 
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Activities  

 
Cat Puppet 

Make a cat puppet out of a paper lunch bag. Have the children color the bag first with 

crayons or markers. Glue on triangles for the ears and nose. Add whiskers and eyes. 

Tea Party 

Have a tea party with cookies and tea or lemonade. Use pretty napkins and plates. Have the 

children make fancy hats out of construction paper to wear. 

Mock Tea Party  

Ask the children to pretend they have been invited to a Christmas Tea Party. Pass out plain paper 

plates for them to decorate with crayons or glue and construction paper. Give them magazines or 

coloring sheets with pictures of cookies and other tea party foods. Have them color and cut out 

the foods they would like to eat the most. Glue them on the paper plate. 

Cat Matching 

The cats in the book are different colors. Look in the book and see if you can find each cat listed below in 

the illustrations. 

Ella –small, long haired calico (Calico cats have orange, black and white fur) 

Olivia – small, short haired tabby (Tabby cats are gray with black stripes.) 

Darwin – a large, long haired black cat 

Harry and Ron – long haired white kittens 

Dexter – huge, tabby cat 

Phoebe – small, orange striped cat 
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Cozy Kitty House 

Below, you’ll find a page of cat silhouettes that match the ones on p.5 of The Christmas Cats. 

The next page features the house as seen on p.5, but without the cats in place. Make copies for 

your students.  Have the children cut out the silhouettes. See if the children can match the cats 

with the picture in the book. Have them glue the cats in place in the windows and on the porch. 
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THE CHRISTMAS CATS 
 

By Nancy K. Wallace 
 

Illustrated by Cathren Housley 
 

“Elizabeth Ann and Miss Mollie plan an elegant Christmas tea, but their eight restless cats break 

free and crash the festivities to the delight of their guests in Nancy K. Wallace’s charming and 

amusing tale.” 

—RoseMary Honnold, editor in chief, VOYA 

 

Sisters Elizabeth Ann and Miss Mollie make the final preparations for their annual Christmas 

tea. With an assortment of treats baked and the table set for the guests to arrive, everything is just 

about ready, but they have a problem. What will they do with their eight rambunctious cats? The 

sisters decide to stow the critters in an upstairs room with cat food, until the guests leave the 

party. 

 

As the girls eat the delicious desserts and giggle out loud, the festive fete proves to be a success. 

But the felines do not want to miss another minute of the fun, so they decide to break loose. 

Clawing and pawing at the door knob, they finally escape and crash down the stairs. Chaos 

ensues! Will these eight cats wreak havoc on the Christmas party? Bright illustrations and fun 

rhymes complete this hilarious tale. 

 

Nancy K. Wallace is the youth services coordinator for the Ellwood City Area Public Library. In 

addition to reviewing books for VOYA magazine, she has contributed articles to such 

publications as LibrarySparks and Highlights High Five. Under Wallace’s direction, her library 

received five Best Practice Awards from the Pennsylvania Library Association, which honors 

excellence in library early learning programming. She earned a BA in English literature from 

Maryville College and her library certification from Northampton College. Wallace lives in 

Ellwood City, Pennsylvania. 

 

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR 

Cathren Housley is an artist whose work includes illustration, fine arts, and sculpture. In addition 

to teaching art at museums, she created a line of inspirational jewelry. Housley is a graduate of 

the Rhode Island School of Design with a degree in children’s book illustration and a recipient of 

a Silver Mom’s Choice Award. She lives in East Providence, Rhode Island. 
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